J&6                                                          LETTER TO COURT
at 16 per cent better than current rupees and of sunnauts at 11 per cent. Ai
other rupees were to be esteemed a merchandize and the batta of them t<
fiuctuate as the buzar rose or fell but for the conveniency of those who hac
any three sun siccas (the last year's) we agreed to receive them in the treasure
at 13 per cent as it would have been rather a gain than a loss to the Company
the 3 suns being at many aurungs of equal value with the four suns 01
new siccas.
208.    You will observe by the face of that day's consultation that the
Board agreed to call in all siccas that had been coined in our mint and issued
out of the treasury for payment.   Our reasons for so doing you will find
entered at large hi that consultation and we flatter ourselves the justice of our
proceeding will be acknowledged and approved of by Your Honours.
209.    The amount of some bonds in Mr. Douglas's possession being paid
him in Calcutta siccas and not returned in tune to our treasury to receive
the benefit of our notification we refused to make good the  batta of that
money till it could be made sufficiently evident to us that the Company would
not pay it twice in case Mr. Douglas received it.   That gendeman's account
of the transaction and die assurance Omichund gave us that he had sent the
Calcutta siccas which he received from Mr. Douglas to Muxadavad satisfied
us that the Company had not been charged with the difference of batta on
that sum, and as it would have been a great hardship on Mr. Douglas to have
lost that benefit which everybody else had received we agreed to make it
good to him in the same manner as it had been paid to others.
210.    The ship Restitution being freighted last year to carry the French
prisoners to the Coast and the owners indemnified in the sum of 45,000
current rupees in case of her being seized and detained by the French, which
actually happened afterwards, Captain John Durand, of whom we freighted
her, applied to the Board for payment of that sum, being since informed that
she was burnt and destroyed.   As Captain Durand, who was to have gone
commander of that ship, returned from Ingelie without our knowledge or
orders and did not proceed agreeable to his contract, instructions and the
tenour of his pass we did not esteem the Company responsable for the conse-
quences.   We have therefore refused to pay that demand.
211.    In order to avoid, if possible, the charges of a law suit we agreed to
leave it to the decision of four arbitrators to determine if the Company were
liable to pay the owners of ship Restitution the sum she was indemnified for;
that the arbitrators not being able to settle it, Captain Durand has commenced v
a prosecution in the Mayor's Court for the recovery thereof.
212.    Enclosed are copies of Captain Durand's letters and our answers
on the occasion for your observation.
213.   In the course of our consultations you will observe that thirteen
natives had been appointed commissioners  to examine  and  establish the'
estimates of Jentoo and Moors sufferers at the capture of Calcutta in June
1756, who delivered in the 19 June an abstract of the sums they had established
for such persons as tad tendered them their accounts to be examined, which*
abstract was confirmed on that day, and a dividend of four annaes hi tte-
rapee ordered to be paid the respective sufferers out of the money at thafe
tlpae received from the Nabob on their account.   This dividend was paying;;;